






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Korean Blind Diviners 
An Overview of their Present Circumstances 
Hiromi YASUDA 
Blind people have traditionally been associated with magic and religion rather 
than music in Korea. Over the years they have maintained their position in society as 
religious practitioners by varying the religious coloring of their activities: from Bud-
dhism, through Taoism, Confucianism and Taoism to the ”Science of Divination" with 
which they are associated today. 
After recent social changes that threatened their religious status, they started to 
concentrate in the Miari district of Seoul, where they founded the Korean Divination 
Academy (KDA) in 1950s. The Academy operates a systematic educational program to 
impart the principles of divination to blind people, and advertises its activities at inter-
national seminars, expositions etc. In a sense it functions as a kind of labor union for 
blind diviners. 
However, the Academy is also the inheritor of a tradition with a long history. It is 
the descendent of the Meng.・Chong,a government-run organization for blind diviners 
dating back to the Yi Dynasty. The organizational structure of today’s KDA includes 9 
munsengs, quasi-descent groups specifically for blind people. Munsengs function as 
school of the divination through the family relation, especially father-son relation. 
Members of each munseng have a dual identity, shared between their own patrilineal 
descent groups and the munseng. This dual identity reflects the two aspects of Korean 
blind diviners today: aspects of rationalism and of tradition. 
